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ophers,' but the objects about which they are skeptical are various. For 
example, Lichtenberg was an uncompromising atheist, while Voltaire was 
a pronounced deist. As the author rightly contends, it is Voltaire's 
almost fanatical hostility to Christianity that has led many to class him 
among the atheists. Then, too, Neitzsche is no skeptic, at least not in 
the sense in which Pyrrho, the father of skepticism, employed the word. 
We have nowhere among these five thinkers any consistent suspending of 
judgment about the nature of fundamental reality. They are all of them 
very positive that nothing can be known about the ultimate constitution 
of the universe. The term agnostic, or positivist, would more nearly fit 
them all. Again, the subtitle, ' For the Psychology of the Later Indi- 
vidualism,' is inapt. One could apply the term individualism to the 
philosophy of Spinoza or Plotinus as appropriately as to that of Nietzsche 
or Mcrimee. 

The author says of Lichtenberg: "He is no systematic thinker: he 
did not deduce his doctrines from certain fundamental postulates by a 
rigid logic." This same confession, in a slightly different form, he is 
obliged to make of the others, with the exception of Nietzsche. Their 
philosophic doctrines in the end are found to be merely collections of 
aphorisms, brilliant and subtle at times, but just as frequently illogical 
and shallow. Of the five, Nietzsche is easily the greatest philosopher; 
and the reader is disappointed that the author did not follow out the 
profound logic of this pessimistic philosophy and show how it at last 
reveals a deep-lying contradiction. Some interesting suggestions for a 
psychology of pessimism are found scattered through these two volumes. 
It is for the most part a group of chronic invalids that Dr. Saitschick 
has selected to represent modern skepticism. He himself admits that 
the various pessimistic doctrines of his representative thinkers may be 
due in large measure to their continual ill health. 

The general reader will find these books interesting and useful, but 
the members of the guild of philosophers will hardly feel that they fulfill 
the promise of their suggestive titles. 

C. H. ElEBEE. 

University of California. 

The Logical Issue of Radical Empiricism. J. E. Russell. Philosophical 

Review, November, 190G. Pp. 606-613. 

Professor Russell's article states in concise form two reasons why 
radical empiricism may justly be charged with solipsism. It is argued, 
first, that solipsism is the logical deduction from the empiricist's general 
notion of experience. Thought is held to be purely derivative and of 
significance only in so far as it has a cash value in terms of concrete 
experience. But experience, whether we consider the terminus a quo or 
the terminus ad quem ' is undeniably just this individual's own experi- 
ence ; as such, it has for its defining character, its quale, a " this-mine " 
quality' (p. 607). And the transitional states show precisely the same 
unique, unsharable quality. For this reason they can exist only between 
experiences of the same individual. 
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In the second place, solipsism follows from the empirical doctrine of 
perceptual experience and of the knowledge of other minds. As James 
holds, the same experience is both object and knovver, according to the con- 
text in which it is taken. In criticism of this, the author does little more 
than repeat the conclusion already drawn, pointing out that it is impos- 
sible for the individual to escape from the context denominated the 
knower, and that the plausibility of the argument lies in the use of terms 
which irresistibly suggest independent existence. This being the case, 
there is no difficulty in making short work of the account given of the 
knowledge of other minds. ' The terminal experiences of these would-be 
communicating minds are different experiences,' and for this reason there 
can be ' no junction between these two minds, any more than there is 
between percipient experience and a thing which is not another mind' 
(p. 611). 

B. II. Bode. 

University of Wisconsin. 
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ANNALEN DEE NATURPHILO SOPHIE. December, 1906, Band 
V., Heft 4. Energie und Bichtkrtifte (pp. 409^38): H. Herz. - The 
quantitative conception of the world, expressed in the theory of energy, 
needs supplementation by a qualitative one. Changes occurring in the 
direction — e. g., in the case of refracted rays — and in the form of energy 
— e. g., from heat to light — are not proved to be commensurable with ivorh- 
performing energy. Hence the appearance of chance. Such changes 
demand the concept of ' direction-force,' as distinguished from work-force. 
Direction-force is structural and also functional in its effects. Struc- 
turally it has three types: juxtaposition, superposition and organization. 
Functionally direction-forces are shown to be important and most neg- 
lected in every field. The outcome of the concept seems to be that the 
author opposes to the hypothesis of psychical energy, or work-force, that 
of psychical direction-force (Richthrafte). Ein hypothetisches ' Paral- 
lel 'gesetz (pp. 439-448): Th. Ziehen. - Parallel laws concern the relation 
of stimulations to sensations : e. g., were the relations of wave-lengths to 
colors in sensation subsumed under a law, that would be a ' parallel,' 
not a causal law. To assist in arriving at such a law the differential 
equations corresponding respectively to variations in quality and intensity 
are suggested. Zur Kausalitdtslehre (pp. 446-448) : W. M. Frankl. - If 
the following is assumed: Every positive, temporal fact is conditioned by 
another which immediately precedes it, — then twelve propositions, which 
are stated, inevitably follow. Das Duale System der Harmonic VII. Dis- 
sonanz und Auflosung. Harmonisierung (pp. 449-503) : A. v. Oettingen'. 
-A highly technical article apparently continuing an exposition of the 
musical notation and instrumentation by which the present compromises 
between purity of tone and practical convenience may be obviated. Die 



